
High School Curriculum 



We Are Here! Voices & Hands Making Community Happen is an exhibit at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 

Museum available to the public from June 11, 2018 through June 14, 2019.  The exhibit     

tackles the complex idea of Tribal Sovereignty, or the ability of the Seminole Tribe of Florida  

to govern itself by exploring the role of various departments with the Tribe.  

 

Our Exhibits Division consulted with staff from many departments to better understand how 

they serve the Tribe.  The exhibit was organized around 5 main questions: “How does the 

community stay healthy?”, “How does the community stay safe?, How do Tribal Members 

share information and knowledge?”, “How is housing developed for Tribal members?” and 

“How are the Tribe’s resources, water, and land managed?”.  

 

This curriculum was developed to enhance a Museum visit or as a standalone  lesson so that 

students may better understand the concept of tribal sovereignty. 



 

Description During this program students will gain a better understanding of tribal 

sovereignty by exploring Seminole government. The Seminole Tribe of 

Florida is a sovereign nation which means it has the ability to govern itself 

and take care of its people. Just as the US government has different      

departments that fill different roles, the Tribe has different departments 

to take care of its people.  Students will examine articles about the Tribe 

in order to discover more about these departments. They will find a     

creative way to express their knowledge and share with the rest of the 

class. 

Group Size This activity is ideal for 15-25 students. 

Time 60 minutes 

Audience High School students 



 

Goal Students will understand that Seminoles have sovereignty or the ability 

to govern themselves. Different Tribal Departments work together to 

provide for Tribal Members. 

Materials  

Needed 

 Blackboard or white board and writing utensil 

 Computers and internet access or printed articles (links provided) 

 Writing utensils 

 Colored Pencils 

 Students’ smart phones (depending on your school policies) 

Florida State 

Standards 

SS.912.C.4.1:  

Explain how the world's nations are governed differently.  

SS.912.C.3.13:  

Illustrate examples of how government affects the daily lives of citizens at the 

local, state, and national levels.  

SS.912.C.2.10:  

Monitor current public issues in Florida.  

SS.912.C.2.8:  

Analyze the impact of citizen participation as a means of achieving political and 

social change.  



 

Activity 0-15 minutes:  Introduction, What is Tribal Sovereignty? 

Ask students what it means to be a country. Write down their ideas on a 

board. What does their government do? 

Explain that there are different types of government– city, county, state, and 

Tribal. Different places have different types of government. Ask students if 

they have ever been someplace different. Were there different laws? 

Explain to students that the Seminole Tribe of Florida is a sovereign nation.  

This means that the Tribe has their own government and can choose how to 

live for themselves. Within Tribal Reservations, they set their own laws. 

Share with students that Seminoles are one group of Native people.   Native 

people lived in what is now America before Europeans came. There were 

many different Tribes and they were always sovereign or self-governing.  

Americans tried to take away Seminole lands during the Seminole War. Many 

Seminole people died, some were removed to Oklahoma, and few stayed in 

Florida to become the unconquered Seminoles. 

In the 1950s the US government tried to take away Seminole sovereignty. 

Seminoles wrote the Buckskin Declaration in 1957 and sent it to then         

President Eisenhower:  

“We have had for centuries our own customs, our own government, our 

own language, and our own way of life… We do say that we are not 

White Men but Indians, do not wish to become White Men but wish to 

remain Indians”  

In 1957 they wrote their own constitution underneath the Council Oak Tree in 

Hollywood and they were federally recognized by the US government as     

sovereign. 

Today the Tribe continues to govern itself and to take care of its people.   

Different departments work together to provide services to Tribal Members in 

a culturally appropriate way. 

*Images are provided on pages 7 and 8 



 

Activity 10-30 minutes: How does the Tribe take care of its people? 

Have students split into 5 groups to explore different questions of how 

the Tribe takes care of its people. They will read different articles from 

the Seminole Tribune. You may print these articles off in advance or pro-

vide the links to students.  

Ask them to use the information in the articles to answer their question. 

Which Tribal Departments are involved? What do they do? 

 

Group 1: How does the Tribe develop housing? 

~Tribalwide Housing Plan Unveiled  

http://seminoletribune.org/tribalwide-housing-plan-unveiled/ 

~New Housing Brings Tribal Members Home 

http://seminoletribune.org/new-housing-brings-tribal-members-

home/ 

 

Group 2: How does the Tribe manage its resources? 

~ERMD Balances Needs Of Wildlife And Community On Reserva-

tions 

http://seminoletribune.org/ermd-balances-needs-of-wildlife-and

-community-on-reservations/ 

~ Students Get Connected To Public Works With Hands-On Expe-

rience 

http://seminoletribune.org/students-get-connected-to-public-

works-with-hands-on-experience/ 

~Brighton Establishes Preserve To Protect Endangered Panther 

http://seminoletribune.org/brighton-establishes-preserve-to-

protect-endangered-panther/ 
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Activity Group 3: How do Tribe share information and knowledge? 

~Ahfachkee Graduates Take The Stage 

http://seminoletribune.org/ahfachkee-graduates-take-the-stage/ 

~Education Expo Pushes For Tribal Success 

http://seminoletribune.org/education-expo-pushes-for-tribal-success/ 

~SMP Workshop Reveals How It’s Done Behind The Scenes 

http://seminoletribune.org/smp-workshop-reveals-how-its-done-behind

-the-scenes/ 

~Seminole Tribune 

             https://www.semtribe.com/SeminoleTribune/AboutUs.aspx 

Group 4: How does the community stay healthy? 

~18th Annual Rez Rally Sheds Some Color On Diabetes 

http://seminoletribune.org/18th-annual-rez-rally-sheds-some-color-on-

diabetes/ 

~Big Cypress Captures Trike Fest 

http://seminoletribune.org/big-cypress-captures-trike-fest/ 

~Boys and Girls Club Springs Into Fitness 

http://seminoletribune.org/boys-girls-club-springs-fitness/ 

~Reservation  Health Fair Spreads Wealth of Health 

http://seminoletribune.org/reservation-health-fair-spreads-wealth-of-

health/ 

 

http://seminoletribune.org/ahfachkee-graduates-take-the-stage/
http://seminoletribune.org/education-expo-pushes-for-tribal-success/
http://seminoletribune.org/smp-workshop-reveals-how-its-done-behind-the-scenes/
http://seminoletribune.org/smp-workshop-reveals-how-its-done-behind-the-scenes/
https://www.semtribe.com/SeminoleTribune/AboutUs.aspx
http://seminoletribune.org/18th-annual-rez-rally-sheds-some-color-on-diabetes/
http://seminoletribune.org/18th-annual-rez-rally-sheds-some-color-on-diabetes/
http://seminoletribune.org/big-cypress-captures-trike-fest/
http://seminoletribune.org/boys-girls-club-springs-fitness/
http://seminoletribune.org/reservation-health-fair-spreads-wealth-of-health/
http://seminoletribune.org/reservation-health-fair-spreads-wealth-of-health/


 

Activity Group 5: How does the community stay safe? 

~Multiple Departments Tackle Issues During Busy Fire Season 

http://seminoletribune.org/busy-fire-season/ 

~SPD Drug-Sniffing Canine Has A Nose That Knows 

http://seminoletribune.org/spd-drug-sniffing-canine-has-a-nose-that-

knows/ 

~Agencies Unite To Handle Hurricane Irma 

http://seminoletribune.org/agencies-unite-to-handle-hurricane-irma/ 

 

30-50 minutes: Getting Creative 

Have students in their groups create a way to share what they have just 

learned. They can write a song or a rap, create a short video, draw a comic 

strip, or develop a series of memes. 

 

50-60 minutes: Conclusion, Sharing Their Knowledge 

Have students share what they created with the other groups. 
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The Constitution and Charter meeting on the Dania (now Hollywood) Reservation meeting under the  

Council Oak Tree, a live oak. This was part of a series of meetings on the reservations to develop and vote 

on the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Constitution. 



Seminoles wrote this Buckskin Declaration, declaring their right to keep their own customs, language, and 

to govern themselves. They presented it to President Eisenhower in 1954.  


