
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki’s Historic 
Newspaper Collection 

The goal of this collection of newspapers is to create a tool for the study and decolonization of Seminole History. The scope 
of the collection covers newspapers published between 1768 and 1898 dealing with different Indigenous communities in 
some form. The papers focus on the southeastern communities especially in later examples but contain articles about a 
variety of tribes collated in the Keywords section. The papers also were printed in a many different states, including a few 
examples from London, England. Due to the nature of the time period covered, a major subject the collection can be used to 
explore is the Seminole War. The Seminole War lasted nearly fifty years, involved thousands of deaths and tens of millions of 
dollars. In academic writings and in the United States’ historical records the war is discussed as three separate conflicts 
called the First Seminole War, Second Seminole War, and Third Seminole War respectively. This is a misnomer as in-
between each “official” conflict there was still violence between the United States forces and Seminole people. As such, the 
descriptions and associated finding aids refer to the Seminole war it will refer to one war, with three periods of conflict. 

This finding aid includes a timeline of the newspapers and the events they cover in relation to subjects concerning the 
Seminole war and other indigenous concerns. There is also a list of keywords separated into Themes, Major Figures, Key 
Locations and a list of Tribes mentioned. 

If desired, any particular paper can be found by searching our online collections at https://www.ahtahthiki.com/collections/. 

https://www.ahtahthiki.com/collections/


The Disclaimer 
Every object included in this finding aid is prefaced with a disclaimer to explain the context of the description 
and the paper itself. The following disclaimer is generally used, although there are occasional variants due to 
particular subject matter in some of the papers.  The general disclaimer is: “This newspaper was produced 
by the citizens of a government attempting to colonize Native American people.  Many articles contain racist 
and elitist ideology about Native Americans and other minorities.  When reading the newspaper, that implicit 
bias should be acknowledged and identified.”

These Newspapers, articles, and stories were made by people with a certain viewpoint and for others with 
the same or similar viewpoint. Namely the generals and army officers wanted to project a positive reputation, 
religious publications wanted to convert indigenous people, merchants and Indian traders wanted to profit 
from Indigenous people and all of them wanted to claim Indigenous land for their own. Being aware of those 
goals while utilizing these papers for research purposes makes them a more versatile tool to examine the 
rich tapestry of history.  The exposure of these goals is also inline with the mission and methods of the Ah-
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum.  We are a museum for the Seminole Tribe of Florida, not a museum about the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida.  If we ignored the propaganda, racism and bias of these primary sources, we would be 
doing a disservice to the indigenous people of this nation and the world.



The Timeline of Newspapers

Y E A R

Object Identification 
Number – Object ID

Short 
Explanation 
of Events or 
Important 
Events that 
occurred 
that year. 

The timeline of Newspapers includes the Pre Seminole War Section through the Seminole war 
and its ebbs in flows till the end of the collection. An Example of the timeline’s format is to the 
left. The Year is above the line, with the Object Identification Number (Object ID)  below the 
line and Events that object is associated with are below that. The Object ID can then be used 
to find the newspaper on our online collection (https://www.ahtahthiki.com/collections/) for an 
in-depth description of the newspaper. 

Four Objects have been excluded from the timeline because they are collections of 
individual newspapers that cover more than one year or an entire year. 1999.15.3 is a 
collection of consecutive issues of the Massachusetts Spy or Worcester Gazette that 
covers the years 1818 and 1819. 1997.5.2 is a supplement to Vol. XV of the Niles Weekly 
Register which contains letters and documents from various issues published during 
1819. 2002.48.1 is a collection of consecutive issues of the New York Herald which 
covers the years of 1817, 1818, and 1819. 2004.1.518 is a collection of issues of the 
Family Magazine or Monthly Abstract published throughout 1836. 

https://www.ahtahthiki.com/collections/
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Pre Seminole War
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Keywords
A Note
The Keywords used in the projected are separated into Themes, Major Figures, and Key Locations. This guide will also include 
section for The Tribes Mentioned in the newspapers

The Themes represent subject matter headings that the newspaper content fits into such as War Crimes, Genocide, Town 
Destruction, Etc.
 
The Major Figures represent people who acted in significant roles in the events of the Seminole war or who are mentioned in 
several of the newspaper articles. In regard to indigenous people’s names this document will use their Indigenous name in 
referring to them followed by other names, such as their English names or alternative spellings, in brackets. Example, Thlocklo 
Tustenuggee [Thlocko] [Thlocco] [Tiger Tail]. These are not translations of their names, just different versions of what you would 
see when reading historical material about Indigenous people. 

The Key Locations represent important places and places names from different periods where events took place or were 
referenced in the papers. For instance, Milledgeville, Georgia is included as a lot of reporting on Florida and what was happening 
there came from that area before Florida was taken over by the United States. The Withlacoochee River is mentioned because 
there were several major battles that took place there and it was considered a boundary line through the majority of the war. This is 
not an exhaustive list of key locations for the Seminole war but rather a list representative of the information available in the 
collection.

When utilizing the keywords section of the finding aid Ah-Tah-Thi- Ki’s online collections database 
(https://www.ahtahthiki.com/collections/) the “Figures” keywords will be found under the advanced search “People” section, the 
“Themes” can be found under the “Subject” section, and the “Location” and “Other Keywords” can be found under the “Search 
Terms” section.  
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